THE GATHERING OF GOD'’S PEOPLE

WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS

PRELUDE Bill Hardie, Pianist

CALL TO WORSHIP Mallorie Miller, Doug & Cheryl Loffert

Lift up your eyes and your hearts. From where does your hope come?
Our hope is in God, who made heaven and earth; our hope is in Jesus
Christ, for whose birth we wait.
What keeps you from hoping? Bring it to this time of worship and offer it
to God.
We come to worship to renew our hope. We come seeking a light for
our way through the darkness.
People of God, may this candle serve as a reminder of the hope that is
within us.
Though it is one single flame, it is enough. We press on through our
fears with the Spirit as our guide and source of courage.
Let us pray.
God of Hope, you light our path. When we feel drained, defeated, and
downtrodden, you tend to our souls. When our bodies and hearts are
chilled by personal winters, you warm us by your Spirit’s fire. As we
begin this time of Advent waiting, instill in us a hope that carries us
through troubled times, as we anticipate the new heaven and new
earth that is ever manifesting in our world. It is in the name of the one
for whom we wait and in whom we hope that we pray. Amen.
OPENING PRAYER
*OPENING HYMN  “I Need Thee Every Hour ” Hymnal #443
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION Pastor Kevin Channell

God of hope, we confess that we often prefer to accept half-truths and
pleasing ideas, rather than your challenging word. We praise our own
cleverness rather than your wisdom. We have exploited others for our

benefit and used the earth without a thought for its wellbeing. In your

mercy, forgive what we have been, help us amend what we are, and

direct who we shall be through the mercy of Jesus Christ our Lord.
TIME OF PERSONAL CONFESSION Psalm 139:23-24

Search me, oh God, and know my heart, try me, and know my anxious

ways. See if there is any wicked way in me and lead me in the way

everlasting. Amen (Silent Confession)
ASSURANCE OF PARDON Pastor Kevin Channell

Receive the Good News in hope. With great mercy, God forgives what we
have confessed and offers us new life in Christ. Trust in the hope that you
are forgiven and that, with God, new things are possible.
*GLORIA PATRI Hymnal #142

SCRIPTURE Isaiah 2: 1-5 Pastor Kevin Channell

YOUTH MESSAGE Pastor Kevin Channell
THE MESSAGE Pastor Kevin Channell
HYMN OF RESPONSE “Bless the Lord”
VIDEO “Strong”  Anne Wilson Music video++
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
*DOXOLOGY Hymnal #382
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

*CLOSING HYMN “They will Know We Are Christians by Our Love ” #677
COMMISSION & BENEDICTION Pastor Kevin Channell
“THIS IS THE DAY”

POSTLUDE



*The congregation will please stand. The bold type indicates congregational
response. A/V — Audio/Visual screens CCLI License # 1786884 Onelicense
#A-728529 Music video https://youtu.be/L6pZYih_bFQ?list=RDL6pZYih_bFQ
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